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- ABOUT RISK

Since the issue first drew major media attention in 2015, the so-called ‘migration crisis’ has seen 1.5
million people arrive in Europe irregularly, fleeing war, escaping persecution, and searching for a
new place to call home. Gathering true stories, new writing, and immersive data visualizations,
Migration Trail is a 10-day interactive experience, encompassing mapped data visualization and a
documentary podcast, that retraces the journeys of people setting out from the shores of North
Africa and Turkey in search of a better life in Europe.
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https.//vimeo.com/236739486

The data visualization follows two characters: a Nigerian man and a Syrian woman. The characters'’
voices are written as a live instant messaging feed by a professional writer from the same country of
origin, and they appear on the website and via a Facebook chatbot. The stories revealed and
presented in real time, to convey the urgency and immediacy of the events, reach the audience in
their personal space - on their phones - wherever they are. Although the stories are fictionalized,
they are based on true accounts, unique first-hand interviews and research collected by the
production team over the past two and a half years.

A daily podcast explores the wider issues surrounding irregular migration and works in parallel to
the narratives in the data visualization, but also as a standalone series. The 11 episodes (each
between 20 and 35 minutes long) are released every evening at 19.00h, with a double-bill on the first
day. Through the podcast series, we can hear the voices of real-life irregular migrants traveling to
Europe, of volunteers and member of NGOs, of border police and local government officials, and of
experts such as academics and policy makers.

Storytelling around a map offers a fascinating opportunity to create a more informed debate around
migration, by zooming in to the individual experience and zooming out to the larger social and
political context, while showing how the different scales link together. The immersive experience,
combining maps, data and audio, demonstrates how otherwise disconnected stories about Libyan
people smugglers, Hungarian border closures, and German demographic trends, are actually all
parts of the same global story.

The live project is available at www.migrationtraiL.com from November 20, 2017.

Hashtag: #migrationtrail

ISSN @ 2575-5374



http://www.migrationtrail.com

urbanNext
Lexicon

Migration Trail: 10-day Interactive Experience Retraces Migrants' Journey to Europe through Maps, Data and Audio
https://urbannext.net/migration-trail-a-10-day-interactive-experience-retraces-migrants-journey-to-europe-through-maps-data-and-audio/

ISSN @ 2575-5374




urbanNext
Lexicon

Migration Trail: 10-day Interactive Experience Retraces Migrants' Journey to Europe through Maps, Data and Audio

https.//urbannext.net/migration-trail-a-10-day-interactive-experience-retraces-migrants-journey-to-europe-through-maps-data-and-audio/

' migration

o

Status

s & D i ol
my!

|

(] on TETR Weak

David Ighiwiyisi
Age: 30, from: Edo State, southem Nigeria
David is an ambitious young man with a
«dream of running hiz own business.
Frustrated with the lack of

opportun... Read on>

Current status
Boat drifting, without fuel. ETA infinity

Last milestone
Boat runs out of fuel at 0619

SatTiay 1 08:30:05 W

ISSN : 2575-5374



https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/02_Migration-Trail.jpg

urbanNext
Lexicon

Migration Trail: 10-day Interactive Experience Retraces Migrants' Journey to Europe through Maps, Data and Audio
https://urbannext.net/migration-trail-a-10-day-interactive-experience-retraces-migrants-journey-to-europe-through-maps-data-and-audio/

ISSN @ 2575-5374




urbanNext
Lexicon

Migration Trail: 10-day Interactive Experience Retraces Migrants' Journey to Europe through Maps, Data and Audio
https://urbannext.net/migration-trail-a-10-day-interactive-experience-retraces-migrants-journey-to-europe-through-maps-data-and-audio/

" About Podcast FAQ_Help Credits
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Night view of the central Mediteranean, win peed and direction, and the oute of David, the Nigerian character
across the sea and through Italy, by day 5.
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Why don't refugees travel by plane?
The rabber bost has became the defining image
the past few years, This
Emage is so prevalent, that it can be easy 1o
forget that there are other transport options for
travelling the same routes, cnes that are bath
safer and significantly cheaper - aeroplanes for
example. The problem is, that without the
relevant papers - typically a passpart, plus a
valid visa for your destination - that these
modes of ransport are simply not open &0 you.
x The pollcy ers” liability”, which 1s
Flanes established In the Schengen Agreement, places
e S On LrANSPOFT COMpanies 1o ensure that
passengers have the relevant documents 1o
travel, and for retamin me wha & demied
either emtry or oaward travel when they arrive
in Ewrope, They can also be fined for
transporting anyone who doesn't have the right
documents - between €3000 and €5000 for each

Endividual.

‘This means that over the past 30 or 5o years, the
ability to chtaim a visa has increased in
Empartance, The major

Flights over Europe appear on the map as an animated data layer. It raises the question of why refugees don't
typically travel by plane.
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trying to travel to a safe country?
This data set shows migrants reported dead or
missing from 2014 10 September 2017,
Migrams reported dead or missing, from 2014
o September 2017,
without the possibility of ravelling legally by
regular means, such as aeroplane or ferry, and
with land boeders heavily secured, peaple
increasingly take much riskier routes, via less
safe modes of ransport. That has lead to large
mumbers of deaths - 1 in 50 people attempting
10 &r05s the Mediterranean lost their life n 2017
= and the Mediterranean has become the
deadliest migration route in the world.
People attempting to travel under the radar are
bry mature difficult to count and these data show
anly those peaple dead and missing that we
know of. These records were collated by the
O £ Migration (10M),
from news reports and NGOs, and these data
represent minimum estimates.

Source: Missing Migrants Propect, intemational
Cvpanisation for Migration [

)

t deaths

Day time view of Leshos on day 2, shortly after Sarah, the Syrian character has arrived. Data on migran

in recent years - the date, number of fatalities, cause of death - is visible across the map.
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| gueas | should consider mysalf
lucky...i made it this far...

Messages

Ferry arrives at Piraeus at 09:01

We just docked In Athens &
007

We're off the ferry. looking for 8
metro

[ ot essages

Il SARAH'S STORY

» W
« DAY4 19:51:56 W \ '

S

A night time view of Athens on day 5, when Sarah, the Syrian character has just arrived. The open essage panel
shows the messages she has sent most recently.
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Which are the best and worst passports to hold?
This map shows a ranking of all the world®s passports ranked
by the holder's freedom of movement.

The passpart you held profoundly affects the ease of yous
mobility and the apporunities svailable ... Fead on >

-9

10-18
20-29

078

80-89

S0-100
Ranking from 1-100, with 1 being best (number of countries
you can visit visa-free)

EENEEEEEEE
4
8

Fusther information:
Who needs a visa for Europe?

How hard Is itto get a visa?

A map showing the comparative 'strength’ of different countries' passports and the ease of movement each one
affords.
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Unemployment rates around the world
This map shows the percentage of the working age population
who are unemployed in countries around the world.
The unemployment rate in each coumtry was one of the factors
that the European Commiss... Read on >
0-1.9
249
+39
10-14.8
15-19.9
20-249
B 52335
W 0345
B s«
Percentage of the working age population in each country
who are unemployed

Further information:
World population
World unemployment
Podcast episodes:
Day 6 Hanging on

4

A map of unemployment statistics around the world (tnmlement maps on population and wealth). These
factors were used by the European Commission to determine how many refugees each European country should
take under the relocation plan.
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