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The House Opera | Opera House project seeks, through architectural innovation, to propose a fertile
alternative to the binary of blight and demolition. Implications of the project at the urban planning
level include: how can residential vacancy be converted into an opportunity to support local cultural
assets?

What are the zoning, planning and building code changes that make this possible? The project
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addresses these questions through a suite of spatial and material tactics to facilitate exploration of
performance, community, and form. The experimental aspects architecturally include strategies of
subtraction, programmatic collaboration, and expanded territories of adaptive re-use. The project
seeks to explore what might occur when the borders of a house open up to annihilate the borders
between art and community, makers and receivers of art, museums and home.

Existing conditions
Inspired by the flexibility of uses for houses in Detroit, this project stages an opera as a house, the

https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/existing-conditions.jpg
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house and its dramas of occupancy and vacancy, demolition, and re-purposing, as an opera. As
indicated in the project title – House Opera | Opera House – the project pursues multiple
relationships of physical structure to performance. Instigated by architectural designers working
with a network of artists and curators, the House Opera | Opera House project situates built form in
active relationship with choreography, costume, music, language, and drama. The doubling of the
project's title warns that opera will be explored and mined as an art-form as much as the house as a
typology of building and program.

Plans notes

https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Structural-Notes-000.gif
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Aerial view with side opening
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Study model
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Model
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Geometrical elevations

https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Geometric-Elevations-2.gif
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Side facade montage
As a long-term project of architectural experimentation, House Opera | Opera House actively
explores dynamics of public and cultural engagement at the scale of the single family home. The
title alludes as well to the "opera publica" of Rome, literally public works, which defined the state of
the art of physical infrastructure roughly two millennia ago. House Opera | Opera House aims to
open and produce new possibilities of public engagement for architecture as a discipline and for
houses as a built typology, investigating the means by which a formerly vacant house may serve as
a node of cultural infrastructure. As historian Reinhold Martin argues, infrastructure (financial,
political or social) is what is reproduced and repeated. The House Opera | Opera House produces
–and is product of– communal infrastructures.

https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Side-Facade-Montage.jpg
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Interior demolition collage
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Reinforced wall
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Interior view
The House Opera opened temporarily to the public on July 24-25 with SigiFest, an arts, music and
performance festival organized by AFROTOPIA, directed by Detroiter Ingrid Lafleur. According to the
curator, the two-day festival aimed to heal and celebrate using spirit science based on the helical
rise of the star Sigi Tolo or Sirius.

https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Interior-View.jpg
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Sidewalk view
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Tyvek wrapping

https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Tyvek-Wrapping.jpg
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Backyard view closed stage
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Ingrid Lafleur on open stage

Live performance

Monstah Black performance
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Window from interior

HOUSE OPERA | OPERA HOUSE from House Opera on Vimeo.

Check out more at houseopera.us.

https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Window-from-Interior.jpg
https://vimeo.com/143691147
https://vimeo.com/user40544737
https://vimeo.com
http://www.houseopera.us/
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