
House on an Island: Prefabricated Timber Structure

https://urbannext.net/house-on-an-island/

ISSN : 2575-5374

Page: 1

HOUSE ON AN ISLAND:
PREFABRICATED TIMBER

STRUCTURE
Posted on April 18, 2019 by martabuges

Categories: Atelier Oslo, Designing Matter,
Low Density, Project, Technology and
fabrication

Tags: Architecture, Architecture&nature,
Housing, Landscape, Materials, Norway,
Prefabrication, Project, Structure, Timber
Structure, User's experience, Waterfront,
Watery Territory, Working Space

https://urbannext.net/contributors/atelier-oslo/
https://urbannext.net/designing-matter/
https://urbannext.net/densities/low-density/
https://urbannext.net/formats/project/
https://urbannext.net/topics/technologyfabrication/
https://urbannext.net/topics/technologyfabrication/
https://urbannext.net/tag/architecture/
https://urbannext.net/tag/architecturenature/
https://urbannext.net/tag/housing/
https://urbannext.net/tag/landscape/
https://urbannext.net/tag/materials/
https://urbannext.net/tag/norway/
https://urbannext.net/tag/prefabrication/
https://urbannext.net/tag/project/
https://urbannext.net/tag/structure/
https://urbannext.net/tag/timber-structure/
https://urbannext.net/tag/timber-structure/
https://urbannext.net/tag/users-experience/
https://urbannext.net/tag/waterfront/
https://urbannext.net/tag/watery-territory/
https://urbannext.net/tag/working-space/


House on an Island: Prefabricated Timber Structure

https://urbannext.net/house-on-an-island/

ISSN : 2575-5374

Page: 2

The small house is situated on an island on the south coast of Norway. The site is characterized by
smooth, curved rocks that lead down towards the ocean. The house was built for two artists who
wanted a house for contemplation and working.
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You enter the project from the back, walking along a small hill. The entrance is a stairway that goes
through the building taking you to the entrance on the front side. The entrance sequence marks a
transition and prepares you for life on the Island.

The topography of the site was carefully measured to integrate the rocks into the project. Concrete
floors on different levels connect with the topography and create a variety of different outdoor
spaces. The concrete floors and stairs dissolve the division of inside and outside. The interior
becomes part of the landscape, and walking in and around the cabin becomes a unique experience,
where the different qualities from the site become part of the architecture. From the concrete floors,
the kitchen, bathroom and fireplace grow up to serve the inhabitants like furniture that is sitting on
the rock.
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A prefabricated timber structure is placed on the concrete floors and, finally, a lightweight wooden
structure covers the cabin to filter the light and direct the views. The wood structure has a depth that
creates a play of shadows throughout the day and a calm atmosphere that resembles the feeling of
sitting under a tree.

A small annex creates a fence towards the neighboring building and another sheltered outdoor
space.

All exterior wood is Kebony, a heat-treated wood that eventually will turn grey.
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