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The Mothership is a P-Funk-inspired DJ booth, broadcast module, and urban marker launched in
Detroit’s North End. Channeling the Afrofuturist sensibility of the legendary funk emblem, the unit
activates an economically-challenged context, shifts perception, and creates value by transmitting
vibrant, locally rooted performances and public events.
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Afro Futurist | One Mile Flashlight Chop

The Mothership at North End
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The Mothership Elevation
The Mothership is a self-initiated prototype for sustainable urban interventions in economically
challenged contexts. By looking to local cultural production as a generative, enduring resource, the
project reimagines design as an impactful social practice.
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Akoaki designed and fabricated a P-Funk inspired Mothership to serve as a mobile DJ booth and
broadcast module in Detroit’s epic North End neighborhood. Channeling the Afro-Futurist sensibility
and playfulness of the legendary funk emblem, the Mothership marked the beginning of the O.N.E.
Mile project, a collaborative urban scale initiative that stages year-round experimental cultural
events.

The architects conceived the Mothership as an easy-to-assemble, deployable unit that fastens
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together using a simple aluminum paneling system and bolts. Sixteen water jet cut panels that fit in
a pick up truck attach to produce a self-structured polygonic shape secured to an interior platform.
Steel tubing supports the vessel and floats the DJ staging area four feet above the party.

The Mothership design meeting with P Funk & model study
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“The Mothership’s cosmetic finish borrows techniques from car customization;” explains Anya Sirota,
“we’re blinging the surface with polished gold vinyl and dichroic film.” The result is a glistening
exterior that purposefully couples popular embellishment with psychedelic interior effects.
“Billowing smoke and lighting add to the illusion that the module just landed,” adds Jean Louis
Farges. When activated at events, the Mothership’s front panels crank open revealing the artist,
along with a DJ table, mixer, laptop and speakers.
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As an urban marker and cultural prototype, the project comes at an important time for the North
End. As residents of Detroit know, blight removal across the city is proceeding at an accelerated clip.
Unchecked, the broad renewal plan threatens to erase important historical vestiges that connect
Detroit and its cultural innovations to a greater national legacy. The Mothership is a physical
reminder - an icon that says important things happened in Detroit and its outlying neighborhoods.
Rather than plaques, the module serves to signal that Funk music literally started here.
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The Mothership made its debut during O.N.E. Mile’s free and unprecedented launch event in
October 2014, when twelve former and continuing “family” members of Parliament-Funkadelic
staged a special live performance in an unmarked garage on Oakland Avenue. The mobile unit is
currently stationed there, but makes public appearances throughout the city.
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Marsha Music and David Philpot at Mothership Launch © Kirk Donaldson
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Bryce Detroit at Mothership Launch © Kirk Donaldson
A broad network of artists, architects, activists, and residents created the self-initiated project as the
first step in a series of temporary, mobile and experimental design interventions contributing to the
Oakland North End Mile initiative, or O.N.E. Mile. With the support of the Knight Arts Foundation,
ArtPlace America and Taubman College of Architecture + Urban Planning, O.N.E. Mile has brought
together a unique interdisciplinary collective of people who care deeply about their neighborhood
and city. Collaborative planning, cross-pollination of ideas, and consultation with the original
members of Parliament Funkadelic have all contributed to the idiosyncratic visual and cultural
quality of the project.
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Amp Fiddler & Carl 'Butch' Small perform at Mothership Launch © Piper Carter
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