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Ecological research applied to current architectural practice. The past two decades have witnessed
a resurgence of ecological ideas and ecological thinking in discussions of urbanism, society, culture,
and design. The field of ecology has moved from classical determinism and a reductionist
Newtonian concern with stability, certainty, and order in favor of more contemporary understandings
of dynamic systemic change and the related phenomena of adaptability, resilience, and flexibility.
But ecology is not simply a project of the natural sciences. Researchers, theorists, social
commentators, and designers have all used ecology as a broader idea or metaphor for a set of
conditions and relationships with political, economic, and social implications.
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