
Palo Alto Barcelona: an Oasis of Creativity

https://urbannext.net/palo-alto-barcelona/

ISSN : 2575-5374

Page: 1

PALO ALTO BARCELONA: AN
OASIS OF CREATIVITY

Posted on June 23, 2018 by editorship

Categories: expanding design practices, FULL,
Fundación Palo Alto, Middle Density, Project,
Territory and mobility

Tags: Architect’s role, Art, Barcelona, Creativity,
Cultural agitator, Culture, Future Urban Legacy
Lab, Industrial context, Multifunctional space,
Project, Refurbishment, Spain, Territorial
Approach, Urban Legacy

https://urbannext.net/expanding-design-practices/
https://urbannext.net/full/
https://urbannext.net/contributors/fundacion-palo-alto/
https://urbannext.net/densities/middle-density/
https://urbannext.net/formats/project/
https://urbannext.net/topics/territorymobility/
https://urbannext.net/tag/architects-role/
https://urbannext.net/tag/art/
https://urbannext.net/tag/barcelona/
https://urbannext.net/tag/creativity/
https://urbannext.net/tag/cultural-agitator/
https://urbannext.net/tag/culture/
https://urbannext.net/tag/future-urban-legacy-lab/
https://urbannext.net/tag/future-urban-legacy-lab/
https://urbannext.net/tag/industrial-context/
https://urbannext.net/tag/multifunctional-space/
https://urbannext.net/tag/project/
https://urbannext.net/tag/refurbishment/
https://urbannext.net/tag/spain/
https://urbannext.net/tag/territorial-approach/
https://urbannext.net/tag/territorial-approach/
https://urbannext.net/tag/urban-legacy/


Palo Alto Barcelona: an Oasis of Creativity

https://urbannext.net/palo-alto-barcelona/

ISSN : 2575-5374

Page: 2

A BUILDING WITH HISTORY
The first historical documentation of this factory dates back to June 1875, when the textile
manufacturing company owned by Ramon Gal and Juan Puigsech opened very close to the
building, near Pellaires Street. A year later, Agusti Coll i Torné acquired the facility, and then the
business passed from owner to another until 1927, when August Ramoneda bought the factory. His
company closed down in 1940 as a consequence, among other reasons, of the constant
bombardments that affected the area during the Spanish Civil War. From 1940 to 1950, the building
was occupied by several workshops. Facing demolition during the urbanistic reform planned before
the ’92 Olympic games, the building remained standing thanks to the installation of studios for artists
and professionals, who are still writing the history of this city block today.
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COMMON SPACES
Palo Alto has two multi-purpose, open spaces: the XYZ room, spanning 350 m2, and the Escoleta,
about 100 m2.

Both can be used to hold exhibitions, parties, and other similar activities, or also a set for shooting of
advertisements, television or cinema.

Palo Alto’s characteristics help resolve the problems of loading and unloading and provide calm
surroundings for filming.
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EXTERNAL LOCATIONS
The interior streets that cross the Palo Alto premises have been landscaped following a project by
Pepichek. Pepichek Farriol, apart from taking care of the garden, has conceived a luxuriant and
multicolored space, populated with plant varieties and aromatic itineraries. As far as possible, he
takes care of it following ecological principles. The space is full of views, landscapes that change
from every angle and which allow the inhabitants of Palo Alto to have a walk, to sunbathe or shade
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bathe and eat or talk in every of its corners.

In the garden multiple plant varieties live together, not like in a botanical garden but grouped by
forms, textures and colors. Some of the vegetation attracts insects that are predators of certain
plagues. Birds, lizards, fish, turtles and frogs are attracted by the flowers or by the water of the pond,
where there is a call of life to life. Poli watches over the beautiful vegetable garden and fertilizes it
with compost made of waste from the organic garden.
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