urbanNext
Lexicon

Making an Impact: "It's not the shape of a building, it's what it does
to people’

https://urbannext.net/making-an-impact-people/

MAKING AN IMPACT: "IT'S
NOT THE SHAPE OF A
BUILDING, IT'S WHAT IT DOES
T0 PEOPLE"

Posted on May 20, 2021 by content

Categories: expanding design practices, No
Density, PLANE—SITE, Politics and economics,
Southern Coexistences, Talk, Tatiana Bilbao

Tags: Aesthetics, Affordable Housing,
Architect's role, Architectural theory,
Capitalism, Critique, Cultural agitator, Culture,
Design-based research, Discipline,
Empowering society, Empowerment machines,
Materials, Mexico, Raw materials, Social
contributor, Social culture, Social housing,
Social sustainability, Southern Coexistences,
talk, Teaching, Time Space Existence

ISSN @ 2575-5374



https://urbannext.net/expanding-design-practices/
https://urbannext.net/densities/no-density/
https://urbannext.net/densities/no-density/
https://urbannext.net/contributors/plane-site/
https://urbannext.net/topics/politics-and-economics/
https://urbannext.net/southern-coexistences/
https://urbannext.net/formats/talk/
https://urbannext.net/contributors/tatiana-bilbao/
https://urbannext.net/tag/aesthetics/
https://urbannext.net/tag/affordable-housing/
https://urbannext.net/tag/architects-role/
https://urbannext.net/tag/architectural-theory/
https://urbannext.net/tag/capitalism/
https://urbannext.net/tag/critique/
https://urbannext.net/tag/cultural-agitator/
https://urbannext.net/tag/culture/
https://urbannext.net/tag/design-based-research/
https://urbannext.net/tag/discipline/
https://urbannext.net/tag/empowering-society/
https://urbannext.net/tag/empowerment-machines/
https://urbannext.net/tag/materials/
https://urbannext.net/tag/mexico/
https://urbannext.net/tag/raw-materials/
https://urbannext.net/tag/social-contributor/
https://urbannext.net/tag/social-contributor/
https://urbannext.net/tag/social-culture/
https://urbannext.net/tag/social-housing/
https://urbannext.net/tag/social-sustainability/
https://urbannext.net/tag/southern-coexistences/
https://urbannext.net/tag/talk/
https://urbannext.net/tag/teaching/
https://urbannext.net/tag/time-space-existence/

u I b a n N ex* Making an Impact: "It's not the shape of a building, it's what it does

to people’

®
I ex I c o n https.//urbannext.net/making-an-impact-people/

Tatiana Bilbao suggests that the architect has a moral responsibility to foreground people over
profit. In her words, "It's not the shape of a building, it's what it does to people’, and architecture is
the act of "making places and spaces, by people, for people”.

This video brings together an interview with Bilbao and sequences from Mexico City: including the
Tatiana Bilbao Estudio office, the hustle and bustle of the surrounding city, and several completed
building projects. Bilbao discusses her design philosophy, including the role of the architect in
society, how a building can enhance human life, and the necessity for intricate hand-work and
locally sourced materials.

The Time-Space-Existence video series has already featured both prominent and emerging
architects including Denise Scott-Brown, Peter Eisenman, Meinhard von Gerkan, WOHA Architects,
Curt Fentress, Dirk Hebel, Arata Isozaki and others. The series will be exhibited in Palazzo Bembo
and Palazzo Mora, and distributed digitally to the media and press. At least one video will be
released each month in the run up to the opening of the exhibition.
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