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The map of African commercial aviation has been transformed beyond recognition since the turn of
the millennium. From very few international flights within the continent, and routes beyond the
continent restricted almost entirely to century-old paths of colonial influence to European
metropoles, Africa has quickly become criss-crossed by intra-continental flights run by African
airlines, and connected by a widening range of intercontinental routes served by African and other
non-European airlines. Breaking from decades of strict regionalism, airlines now race with each
other to open non-stop services from east Africa and a range of cities over the full spread of the
continent. More airlines connect more cities across Africa, and across the oceans, than ever before.

AFRICA'S MOST CONNEGTED CITIES

Rank by City Passengers Non-stop routes  Regional distribution of non-stop routes
passenger totals 2m7 2017 (change since 2002)
Africa Middle East Asia Europe MNorth & South Oceania

{other than America

Middle East)
1 Johannesburg 31,785,959 93 71 (+5) 6(+2) 41-2) 7(-4) 3(0} 2(0)
2 Caira 24,188,465 a7 31 (+3) 30 (+5) 8 (+1) 26 (-5) 2 (+1) 0
4 CapeTown 13,647622 35 25 (+9) 2(+2) 1 {+1) 7(+4) 0{-2} 0{0)
5 Casablanca 12,965,183 13 53 (+28) 7(-1) 2 (+2) 46(+22) 5(43) 0(0)
6 Algiers 11,942,586 94 43 (£3) 6(#1) 4 (43) 39(+9) 2(42) 0(0)
7 Nairobi 11,383,428 82 62(+21) 10(+4) 5(+4) 5(-1) 0(0) 0(0)
8 Lagos 8,767,772 43 31(+2) 4(+2) 1(+1) 5(-2) 2 (+1) 01(0)
9 Tunis 7,669,908 82 34(+22) 8(+2) 2 {+1) 37(-1) 1 (+1) (o]
10 Durban 7323183 15 14(+14) 1(+1) 0(0) 0(0) 0(-1) 0(0)
15 Accra 4,530,734 36 24(+49) 2(+1) 1 (+1) 7141} 2(0) 01(0)
16 DaresSalaam 3,941,284 42 33(49) B(+1) 1) 3(+1) 0(0) 0(0)
a3 Kampala 2,412,841 27 21(+3) {+1] 1 (+1) 2(0) 0{0) 0(0)

Significant growth has occurred in Addis Ababa and Nairobi, alongside more established hubs in
Johannesburg and Cairo, with growth in connections to Asia - particularly to China and India - and
continued growth to state-sponsored hubs in the Middle East. Trade figures over a similar period
mirror this trend, with export and import growth between Africa and China and India

almost doubling. There are opportunities to reposition Africa more centrally in global trade networks
by increasing connectivity with the Americas.

While Africa commands only 1 per cent of the global air travel market, Africa’s busiest route
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between Cape Town and Johannesburg ranks in the top ten busiest routes globally. In the next 15
years, growing demand along this route will require an additional 970 new passenger aircraft.
Government-supported airlines, often charged with expanding the brand profile of countries, have
had mixed success. The growth of Ethiopian Airlines has benefited from its geographical positioning
between African and Asian expansion, while South African Airways has required considerable public
support and Nigeria's state carrier ceased operations in 2003.

------

S Yo,
Wairgton

411

! bbrnerns,
o gt e
|y Diairgbi
{ ' Dar es Salaam

b Eorroron
J
[ - ane
i
i Y Y PN
S
oy NON-STOP ROUTES
CUDGTI'M'I‘ et Number of PANESNGErs ON NEN-SI0P Foutes
(o] 2841 - B000.B00 —
. 00N« %.339.298 el e
i \
LM I~
700,000 - 490,000 Dot wm Sabaar.
[ e

ISSN @ 2575-5374



https://urbannext.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Urban-Age-LSE-Cities_Flight-Patterns_02.jpg

urbanNext
Lexicon

Flight Patterns: Routes Connecting Cities across Africa

https.//urbannext.net/flight-patterns/

ISSN @ 2575-5374




